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1,200 Emergency Patient Retrievals 
up 17% on last year

MISSION HOURS FLOWN DURING YEAR
 2018-19 2017-18    %Change
 

Accident  836   622  +34%

Medical Emergency  745   679  +10%

Hospital Transfers  359   281  +11%

Search and Rescue  57   105 -46%

     

TOTAL  1,997   1,687  +18%    

     
(Hours include those flown directly by HeliOtago
from 1st Apri l 2018 and include Queenstown from 
1st November 2018)

      
Total Revenue   $947,264   $6,435,910 
     
Total Expenses   $949,899     $6,208,809

Net surplus before 
bequests and transfer
of assets

Total comprehensive
revenue and expenses 
for the year

Key Statistics 2018-19

  -$2 ,635          $226,381

 $27 1,890         $226,381



Further growth in Rescue Missions
The high rate of growth in the number of rescue missions has continued with a record 1,200 
patients rescued involving 1,996 helicopter hours flown by HeliOtago. 
The compares with the previous year of 1,023 emergency patient missions and 1,688 hours 
flown.The increased number of dedicated machines and the dedicated crews of highly trained 
intensive care paramedics enabled HeliOtago to respond very promptly day and night during the 
busiest year in the history of the service.

Upgrade in medical equipment 
Trust funding of $342,000 has contributed to the replacement and upgrade of critical 
monitoring and life-support medical equipment in the helicopters. 
This was completed on the recommendation and with the overview of the Trust’s senior 
medical advisor, Dr Mike Hunter.The replacement provided the opportunity to standardise 
equipment across all rescue helicopters ensuring that the crews have access to the same 
medical equipment no matter which helicopter they fly in. 

New GPS routes
The establishment of instrument grade GPS tracks in and out of Dunedin hospital a couple of 
years ago has been followed with the establishment of GPS tracks into Invercargill and 
Christchurch hospitals and, during this year, the introduction of GPS tracks into Dunstan and 
Oamaru. These GPS tracks are used in combination with HeliOtago’s ‘3D Synthetic Vision’ 
virtual reality system that is coupled to a GPS flight management system and the helicopters’ 
auto-pilot enabling improved safety of crews and patients during night time missions and 
especially where low cloud would have previously prevented the rescue helicopters responding 
to an emergency. The community can be especially proud of having this advanced technology 
available for our region.

Ministry of Health (MOH) / Accident Compensation Corporation 
(ACC) Contract reliant on community donations
From 1 November 2018, the MOH / ACC contract to provide rescue helicopter services across 
the entire South Island has been held by HEMS New Zealand, a partnership between HeliOtago 
and GCH Aviation in Christchurch. Under the contract, HeliOtago continues to deliver its 
stunning service in the lower South, now also incorporating the Queenstown Lakes area that 
is also supported by the Lakes District Air Rescue Trust. The increased specifications in terms 
of numbers of helicopters and dedicated crews has provided an enhanced service in the lower 
South. The contract was awarded based on ongoing committed community donations and 
delivery of that part of the contract is now the main focus of the Trust. Since balance date, the 
contract between MOH / ACC and HEMS New Zealand has been confirmed until 31/10/22 with 
a further year at NASO (National Ambulance Sector Office) discretion, providing the community 
with certainty of an ongoing, highly professional and capable rescue service.

Donations and Bequests
The Trust received generous community donations totalling $822,000. This includes a generous 
donation from the Otago Motor Club Trust of just on $110,000 that contributed to the 
replacement of medical equipment carried in the helicopters.
The Trust records its grateful thanks to the Otago Regional Council for its ongoing annual 
sponsorship of $350,000. It also acknowledges the communities across the region that continue 
to undertake truly outstanding fundraising projects and events in support of the rescue 
helicopter service. In addition, the Trust has received many generous individual donations. 
The Trust relies on community donations to support the continuation of the service in this region. 
The generosity of our community reflects the benefit received from the increased use of the 
rescue helicopters and the care the service delivers in serious emergency situations.
The Trust has been the beneficiary of three large bequests that have been transferred to the 
Endowment Fund Reserve to ensure that these special funds benefit the long-term future 
enhancement of the rescue helicopter service in this region.

Chairman’s Review

Highlights - Year to 30 June 2019 

•	 1,200	Emergency	Patient	Retrievals,	17%	above	last	year*

•	 Upgraded	medical	fitout	complete	in	three	helicopters

•	 Further	GPS	routes	established	for	enhanced	safety	and	ability		 	
	 to	fly	in	previously	restrictive	weather	conditions

•	 Upgraded	service	with	additional	MOH/ACC	funding	and	contract		
	 confirmed	for	years	two	to	four	from	1	November	2019	(lower		 	
	 South	Island	operator	continues	to	be	HeliOtago).

•	 Four	dedicated	machines	with	dedicated	crew	–	three	at	Taieri		 	
	 and	one	in	Queenstown	plus	Te	Anau	as	available.

*includes Queenstown from 1 November 2018
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Operational performance
During the year, the Trust donated operational income to the operator of the rescue helicopter 
service, HeliOtago, leaving an operating deficit of $3,000. It also transferred assets that had 
been held at the end of its own contract with MOH / ACC (concluded March 2018) across to 
HeliOtago reflecting the new role of the Trust as the vehicle for community support of the rescue 
helicopter service, rather than as the entity that contracts with MOH / ACC as was the case in 
the past.

Ongoing	role	of	the	Trust
The demands of the emergency rescue helicopter service are uniquely challenging. 
Otago’s rescue helicopters serve one of the larger, more remote and mountainous regions in the 
country. Key to the success of the service for over 20 years has been the Trust’s relationship 
with HeliOtago that is based on enduring mutual respect, trust and teamwork. The Trust is 
delighted to continue to work with Mr Graeme Gale and HeliOtago under the new structure of 
the contract and will work to continue to support the delivery of vital rescue helicopter operations 
across our large region.

Retirements
In March 2019 our founding Chair, Ross Black, retired after 22 years of outstanding service to 
our region. In 1997 Ross was instrumental in working with a small group of trustees to raise 
$3.5m in donations and sponsorship to establish and equip Otago’s first dedicated Twin Engine 
Machine – a BK117 – Purpose Built air ambulance. They then funded the construction of a 
rooftop helipad on the Dunedin Public Hospital. In the subsequent years since the trust was 
formed the service has transported over 9500 patients , flown over 15,470 hours and helped 
raise over $14.8m from the Otago region. We are all very grateful for Ross’s expert knowledge 
of the challenges facing the wider health sector and for his passion and tenacity in working with 
Graeme Gale and his team to provide one of the highest quality rescue helicopter services in 
New Zealand.

Since our balance date Paul Moodie has also resigned from his role of Trustee. Since his 
appointment in 2003 Paul has provided expert financial advice and governance oversight to 
the Trust. His passion and enthusiasm for the important work that the rescue helicopter service 
provides has never waned over the many years he has volunteered his time. 
It has been a privilege for the rest of the trustees  to work alongside such capable people as 
Ross and Paul - their unwavering sense of what is best for the wide number of communities that 
we serve has been outstanding. Thank you both for your service. 

Community	Appreciation	and	Thanks
HeliOtago’s pilots, highly trained intensive care paramedics, and its management all work to-
gether to maintain the rescue helicopter service on standby 24 hours a day, every day of the 
year. They respond to every emergency request often flying in challenging weather conditions 
and across difficult terrain to bring advanced medical capability and hospital transfers to those 
in need. The sound of the helicopter arriving is reportedly the best sound in often desperate situ-
ations. 
The community expresses its heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in delivering this outstanding 
service for our region.

On behalf of Trustees

Martin Dippie
Chairman of Trustees



The notes on pages 6 to 16 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Otago Regional Coucil                                      $350,000
Otago Motor Club Trust                                    $109,853
Clintons Lions Club                                      $47,750
Rotary Club of Taieri                                      $37,500
Westpac Chopper Appeal Monthly Donations          $23,324
Anonymous Donor                                      $20,000
Pinot Trust                                                   $20,000
Waianakarua Lions Club                         $18,500
Waiareka Lions Club                                      $18,500 
Emergency Services Ball                         $14,105
Road Transport Logistics                         $10,000
JBW McKenzie Trust                                        $9,000
E M M Haynes Charitable Trust                           $7,500
Gore Pakeke Lions Club                           $7,500
The Valley Roar Hunting and Fishing              $6,700
Lego Users Group                                        $6,500
Lawrence Lions Club                                        $5,760
Centrality Limited                                        $5,000
Gordon Christie                                                     $5,000
Lions Club of Alexandra Charitable Trust              $5,000
N A Page                                                     $5,000
Delta Utility Services Ltd                           $4,000
Estate G F Kliem                                        $4,000
Lions Club of Ranfurly (Maniototo Pakeke) Inc         $3,000
West Otago Town & Country Club              $2,696
Estate JA Dodds                                         $2,240
BRONZ (Otago) Inc                                        $2,000
HM & IV Hunt                                                      $2,000
Julie Moore                                                      $2,000
Maori Royal Arch Chapter of Freemasonary No 28          $2,000
Wendekreisen Travel                 $2,000
High Country Pleasure Riders               $1,954
Highlanders Home Games                           $1,725
Dunedin Masonic Charity Bowls                           $1,525
Hawkins Watts Ltd New Zealand              $1,500
SMM Trust (Sarah MacKay)                           $1,500
Glen Lyon Station - Jane Wrigley               $1,415
In Memory of the Late Helen Munro               $1,091
Otago Students Spear Fishing and Hunting Club         $1,001
Brenda Ives                                                     $1,000
C Rose                                                                  $1,000
CP Mangion                                                     $1,000
Dunedin Masonic Charity Bowls                            $1,000
E Bruce Morris                                                     $1,000
Estate TM Howison                                        $1,000
Harvksta Dairy                                                     $1,000
Karne Stirling                                                     $1,000
Lions Club of Oamaru                                        $1,000
Marion Maxwell                                                     $1,000
Matau Conclave No 16*                            $1,000
Neville Peters                                                     $1,000
NZ Institute of Medical RadiationTechnology            $1,000
Nicole Evans                                                      $1,000
Otago Round Table                                         $1,000
Port Otago Ltd                                                      $1,000
Riversdale Lions Club                                        $1,000
Roxburgh Thrift Shop                                         $1,000
Taieri District Pig Hunting Club                           $1,000
Plus 122 generous group and individual donations 
$33,061 

Total Donations               $822,202
Total Bequests                 $422,239
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Otago Rescue Helicopter Trust

Directory
Nature of Organisation To support and maintain the provision of an emergency rescue   
 helicopter service in the greater Otago region.

Charitable Trust Otago Rescue Helicopter Group - CC28304 
 Otago Rescue Helicopter Trust - CC28323 
 ORHT Limited - CC28329

Business Location Greater Otago Region

Trustees Martin Dippie (Chairman) 
  Warwick Deuchrass 
 John Gallaher
 Tony Sycamore
 Paul Moodie (Retired July 2019)
 Ross Black (Retired March 2019)

Solicitor Anderson Lloyd Lawyers 
 Dunedin 

Bankers ANZ

Accountant  Findex NZ Limited 
 Dunedin

Auditor Deloitte 
 Dunedin

P.O. Box 188 Dunedin - www.otagorescue.co.nz
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Otago Rescue Helicopter Trust

Notes to the consolidated financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2018
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2018 2017

Non-cancellable operating leases are payable as follows: $ $
Less than one year -  1,556,690
Between one and five years -  -  
More than five years -  -  
Total -  1,556,690

18 Related party transactions

Transactions with related parties
The following transactions were carried out with related parties:

(a) Related party transactions

(b) Key management compensation

Executive 
Chairman

Trustees Snr mgmt Total

$ $ $ $
Salaries and other short-term employee benefits 30,000 -  -  30,000
Termination benefits -  -  -  -  
Post-employment benefits -  -  -  -  
Other long-term benefits -  -  -  -  
Total remuneration 30,000 -  -  30,000
Number of persons recognised as key management personnel 1 6 -  7

Executive 
Chairman

Trustees Snr mgmt Total

$ $ $ $
Salaries and other short-term employee benefits 30,000 -  75,224 105,224
Termination benefits -  -  -  -  
Post-employment benefits -  -  -  -  
Other long-term benefits -  -  -  -  
Total remuneration 30,000 -  75,224 105,224
Number of persons recognised as key management personnel 1 6 1 8

19 Contingent assets and contingent liabilities
The Trust has no contingent assets or continent liabilities (2017: None).

20 Capital funds conditionally committed 

2018 2017
$ $

Intensive-care medical equipment replacement/upgrade - 3 Helicopters 350,000 -  
Low-level GPS flight routes - Dunstan and Oamaru hospitals 63,200 -  
Total 413,200 -  

21 Events after the reporting period

The Trust has a related party relationship with its Trustees and other key management personnel.

Related party disclosures have not been made for transactions with related parties that are within a normal supplier relationship on 
terms and conditions no more or less favourable than those that it is reasonable to expect the Trust would have adopted in dealing 
with the party at arm’s length in the same circumstances.

Operating leases

Related party transactions arise when an entity or person(s) has the ability to significantly influence the financial and operating 
policies of the Trust.

During the year Crowe Horwath have provided accounting and secretarial support and advice to the Group, Mr Paul Moodie a Trustee 
of the Trust is a Principal of Crowe Horwath. During the year Anderson Lloyd have provided legal support and advice to the Trust, Mr 
Warwick Deuchrass is a Trustee of the Trust and Partner of Anderson Lloyd.

There were no significant events after the balance date.

The Trust has a related party relationship with its key management personnel. Key management personnel include the Executive 
Chairman, trustees and senior management of the Trust. The only payment to Trustees in 2017 and 2018 was to the Executive 
Chairman.

Capital funds contracted for at the end of the reporting period but not yet 
incurred is as follows:

2018

2017

16
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